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Labor Day weekend ñ a time to rest from our labors. But this is also an opportunity to reflect 

on our daily work and discern whether our effort is thankless and uninteresting or something 

that gives us deep and lasting satisfaction. God intends for our work to be much more than a 

job, much more than a daily grind. It should be, instead, a vocation ñ which means, quite liter-

ally, a òcalling.ó  

 

In Romans 12:2, Paul challenges us with the words: òDo not be conformed to this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God ñ 

what is good and acceptable and perfect.ó  

 

The apostleõs advice, then, is to be transformed by the renewing of your minds. Paul says be 

transformed by discovering what the Lord God is calling you to do.  
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  From our pastor:       CREATED TO GIVE  

 

Beginning on  

September 13th, we 

will return to  

8:30 a.m. Worship  

9:45 a.m. Sunday 

School 

 11:00 a.m. Worship  

12:00 Fellowship  

òEvery generous act of giving, with every per-

fect gift, is from above, coming down from the 

Father of lights, with whom there is no varia-

tion or shadow due to change. In fulfillment of 

his own purpose he gave us birth by the word of 

truth, so that we would become a kind of first 

fruits of his creatures.ó 

                            ñJames 1: 17-18 
 

  

God has created us to be givers!  Those of us who have more than oth-

ers have a Christian responsibility to give to those who have less.  A 

Christianõs faith in Christ is known, in great part, by the measure of a 

Christianõs generosity.  In giving, we experience our God-given human-

ity.  We also defy the worldõs descriptions of what it means to be hu-

man.  
 

 In the early church, just before the holy meal that we know as the 

Lordõs Supper, people brought forth food, mainly bread and wine, for a 

meal.  They brought the everyday labors of their hands, what they had 

at home, and they put it up on the Lordõs Table in the great offertory 
procession.  You can see these ordinary people, coming forward at the 

invitation of their pastor, putting what they had on the table.  In offering 

their food, in giving the stuff of their daily life back to God, for the use 

by Godõs people, they were participating in oblation.  This giving, this 

oblation, is one of the great movements of the faith.   
  

 If you will choose to continue reading in James you will be given 

some very specific, unavoidable guidance on how rich Christians ought 

to live in a world of poverty.  We are not created simply to be receivers, 

takers:  we are also created to be givers.  
  

 I hope you will continue to seriously consider your gifts and your 

level of giving through Duncan Memorial UMC which support the Nur-

ture, Outreach, Witness, and Care ministries here and throughout the 

world.  

  

     All for the sheer joy of serving HIM, I am ñ 

     

     

     

     

    Reverend William K. Dawson, Pastor   
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MEETINGS FOR SEPTEMBER:  Administrative & Groups        

Group  Day Time  Group  Day Date  Date  Time   

Admin. Council  Tues. Wee Angels  

 Exe.  

Tues. 7:30 p.m.  15 15 4:30 p.m.   

Finance  Tues. Edna Owens 

Circle  

Tues. 7:30 p.m.  8 22 9:45 a.m.  

NOW Chairs &  
Congregational 

Care  

Tue.  Wee Angels  

Staff 

Wed  10:00 a.m. 15 2 6:00 p.m.   

S/PPR  Tues. UMW  Wed.  7:30 p.m.  1 9 10:00 a.m.  

Trustees  Mon. UMM  Sat. 7:00 p.m.  14 26 8:15 a.m.  

Morning/Evening 

Prayer  

Mon.   10:00 a.m. 

7:00 p.m.  

15    

Preaching the Word:  September preaching text and focus 

 

September 6, 2009ðFourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Mark 7: 24-37 

 If the church would be faithful to Jesus, we must take care to be open to those 

 in desperate need, whatever their need, whoever they are. 

 

September 13, 2009ðFifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
James 3: 1-12 

 Bridling oneôs tongue is a difficult thing. 

 ñIf anyone thinks he/she is a worshipper of God and yet does not bridle his/her 

 tongue, his/her worship is an empty thing.òðtranslated by Wm. Barclay 

 

September 20, 2009ðSixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Mark 9: 30ð37 

 Does God have a plan for my life?  If so then is God devising plans for each 

 of our lives and keeping us always following that plan? 

 

September 27, 2009ðSeventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Mark 9: 38-50 

 Jesus is a demanding and commanding Savior. 

 To be a follower of Jesus, to find oneself in the ñinner circleò of his disciples, 

 is to be held to a high standard of accountability. 
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Those in the Military:  

 

In Afghanistan 

Andy Parsons 

Eric Parsons 

Bill Rogers 

 

In Iraq 

Scott Garrett 

James Knoll 

Jay LeGrande 
 

In the USA 

Johnathon Griffith 

John Peffer 

Michael Peffer 

Curtis Prentice 

Peter Reed 

Mark Terwilleger 

 

 

 

Family & Friends:  

 

Sandra Baker 

Stephanie Boehmler 

Hazel Cone 

Mae Corker 

Ann Esaias 

Mildred Grim 

George Grove 

Mazie Hawkins 

Sharon Hollar 

Chris Leitch 

Dick Lukstadt 

David Royer 

Lorraine Russell 

Jean Wege 

Robin Whetzel 

Taylor White 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Those in Adult & Nursing 

Homes:  
 

Golden Living Centers,  

Rose Hill 

Gerta Grigg 

Estelle McFillen 

 

Greenfields,  

Mayfair House 
Hattie Carr 

Lois Chamblin 
 

Harrisonburg Health & Rehab  

Virginia Howdershell 

 

Westminster Canterbury  

Arlene Ruhl 

Don & Dot Vantine 
 

Lynn Care Center -Front Royal  

Robin Whetzel 

Prayer Request 

The Beacon 

Those who Grieve  

The families of:  

Elsie Costello 

Elizabeth Hoff 

Penny Law 

Arthur Peacock 

 

Our Missionaries  

 
Lisa Nichols - Henry Fork 

Service Center, 

Rocky Mount, 

VA. 
 

Dan & Babs Izzett 

in Zimbabwe 

Taylor White after her 

heart transplant on 8/14/09  

 Please continue your prayers for Taylor White who received her new 

heart on August 14th at Childrenõs Hospital in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania. 
 

She is doing great and is pictured in her hospital bed on Sunday, August 

16th. 
 

Taylor is the 10-year- old great-granddaughter of Doris and Don 

Braithwaite. 

Notes from the Music Department  
 
As we draw near to the end of the choirõs month of rest, I want to thank those special people 

who performed each Sunday.  Thank you to Gloria and Tom Law, Bobbie Stewart, Amanda Grif-

fith, Valerie Christian and Karen Keating, Bob Sell, The Joyful Sounds and John Hudson.  Thanks 

also to Joan Dellinger, who stepped in to allow me a week off.  The congregation enjoyed your 

contributions to our services. 

 
After Labor Day, we will begin rehearsals again.  The Chancel Choir will begin on September 9th 

at 7:30 p.m.  The Chime Choir starts on September 16th at 7:00 p.m. and the Cherub Choir will 

organize on September 20th at 9:30 a.m. 

 
As usual we encourage new singers and players to join us in òmaking a joyful noiseó.  Come and 

join these outstanding and committed groups.  For more information, call me at 955-1882. 

 

       Mildred Keating 

Please pray for our  

students returning to 

school and college  


