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Answer: B (see verse 5, NRSV)  

A prayer for pumpkin people  
 

After Liz Curtis Higgs wrote the popular childrenõs book The 

Pumpkin Patch Parable, people began using her analogies to say a 

prayer while carving their Halloween pumpkins. The pumpkin 

prayer, a Christian alternative to Halloween traditions, reminds 

people of all ages what God has done for us. Use it this fall when 

your family makes jack-oõ-lanterns.  
 

Å While cutting off the top of the pumpkin, pray, òLord, open my mind so I can learn new 

things about  you.                                                                             (See Proverbs 1:7.)  

 

Å While removing the seeds and pulp, pray, òRemove the things in my life that donõt please 

you. Forgive the wrong things I do, and help me forgive others.ó    (See Matthew 6:14-15.)  

 

Å While making eyes, pray, òOpen my eyes to see the beauty youõve made in the world 

around me.ó                                                                                     (See Psalm 104:24.)  

 

Å While making the nose, pray, òIõm sorry for the times Iõve turned up my nose at your 

many gifts.ó                                                                                         (See James 1:17.)  

 

Å While making the mouth, pray, òLet everything I say please you.ó        (See Psalm 19:14.)  

 

Å While lighting the candle, pray, òLord, help me show your light to others through the 

things I do.                                                                                      (See Matthew 5:16.)  

 

After carving your pumpkins, display them as examples of how Godõs love transforms us 

into new creations.                                                                   (See 2 Corinthians 5:17.)  
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   From our Pastor:  JESUS SAID WE OUGHT TO DO IT !! 

 

Among the many Disciplines of the Christian Life is the discipline of finances 

called tithing.  Bringing the òtithe into the storehouseó (Malachi 3:10) is what 

happens at offering time every Sunday.  Itõs not a matter of responding to an 

emotional appeal or a stirring motivational speech.  Tithing is when we system-

atically set aside, for the Lord, the tenth of our income in order to provide for a 

continuation of the Lordõs work in and through the Church. 

 Now I realize there are many (actually most) who are unwilling òto go 

thereó and some may stop reading this message right here!  Most modern day 

church goers say òwe have to show them the need and then they will give.ó  

Wrong.  We just have so many reasons why we choose to keep the portion that 

belongs to God.  
 

Top Ten Reasons Why Some Christians Donõt Tithe 

           10   The church is just like every other segment of our society; they want your money, 

      and tell you God wants you to give it to them as a method of manipulation.  

 9   Iõm already supporting other worthwhile causes. 

 8   I donõt agree with decisions made by my church leaders, so I donõt want  

      them to handle my money. 

 7   My budget is already worked out, and there is no money left with which to pay  

                  God. 

 6   I simply canõt afford to pay tithes. (One penny of every dime.) 

 5   Iõm living on a fixed income. 

 4   The Old Testament law provided for needy people; now government taxes provide                        

      the welfare program for that purpose, so we donõt have to give it through the   

      church. 

 3   I tried it once, and it didnõt work for me. 

 2   Tithing is legalism, but we are under Grace, not Law. 

 1   IT HURTS. 
 

 In Markõs Gospel, as Jesus walks along the way with his disciples, a young 

man comes up to him inquiring about discipleship.  Jesus invites the young man 

to be his disciple.  In fact, this is the only place where anyone has a direct,  

face-to -face call to discipleship by Jesus and turns away.  And the reason was 

money.  

 And the times havenõt changed.  Nearly all our church meetings and dis-

cussions center around the fact that we donõt have the money.   And we donõt 

because some people of God refuse to place at the altar the fair portion which 

God requires.  

 The top ten reasons why Christians tithe are all the same.  

 Jesus said we ought to do it.  

 You can make a difference!  

    All for the sheer joy of serving HIM, I am ñ 

      

      

      

       

    Reverend William K. Dawson, Pastor   
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The Beacon  

MEETINGS FOR OCTOBER:  Administrative & Groups        

Group  Day Time  Group  Day Date  Date  Time   

Admin. Council  Tues. Wee Angels  

 Exe.  

Tues. 7:30 p.m.  20 20 4:30 p.m.   

Finance  Tues. Edna Owens 

Circle  

Tues. 7:30 p.m.  13 27 9:45 a.m.  

NOW Chairs &  
Congregational 

Care  

Tue.  Wee Angels  

Staff 

Wed  10:00 a.m. 20 7 6:00 p.m.   

S/PPR  Tues. UMW  Wed.  7:30 p.m.  6 14 10:00 a.m.  

Trustees  Mon. UMM  Sat. 7:00 p.m.  5 24 8:15 a.m.  

Morning/Evening 

Prayer  

Mon.   10:00 a.m. 

7:00 p.m.  

5 & 19    

 

 

Preaching the Word:  October  preaching text and focus 

 

October 4, 2009 ñEighteenth Sunday after Pentecost  

òWorld Communion Sundayó 

Mark 10: 2 -16 

 The same God who, in Christ, demands so much from us ñalso grants  

 us merciful forgiveness when we do not live up to those demands.  

 

October 11, 2009 ñNineteenth Sunday after Pentecost  

Mark 10: 17 -31 

 Sometimes Jesusõ commands challenge our dearest idols.  For those of us 

 in the affluent West, our greatest hindrance is money.  Jesus has problems  

 with our commitment to money.  

 

October 18, 2009 ñTwentieth Sunday after Pentecost  

Hebrews 5: 1 -10 & Mark 10: 35 -45 

 Jesus Christ is not only our friend, our Savior, our Lord; Jesus Christ is also  

 our priest, the one who makes a full, a complete sacrifice for our sins.  

 

October 25, 2009 ñTwenty -first Sunday after Pentecost  

Mark 10: 46 -52 

 Jesus calls us not only to believe in his way but also to walk with him on his way.  

 Jesus is on the way; will we follow?  
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Those in the Military:  

 

In Afghanistan 

Andy Parsons 

Eric Parsons 

Bill Rogers 
 

In Iraq 

Scott Garrett 

Johnathon Griffith 

James Knoll 

Jay LeGrande 
 

 

In the USA 

John Peffer 

Michael Peffer 

Curtis Prentice 

Peter Reed 

Mark Terwilleger 

Taylor Vantine 

 

 

 

 

 

Family & Friends:  

John Atkinson 

Claudia Bigelow 

Stephen Bodkin 

Jane Farr 

Ali Franklin 

Teresa Haines 

Mazie Hawkins 

Sharon Hollar 

Heather Holmes 

Chris Leitch 

Whitney Linder 

Bill Madagan 

Mable May 

Ethel Orndorff 

Heather Popelka 

David Royer 

Justine Rusinko 

Lorraine Russell 

Stella Thompson 

Jean Wege 

Robin Whetzel 

Dorothy Wisecarver 

 

Those in Adult & Nursing 

Homes:  
 

Golden Living Centers,  

Rose Hill 

Gerta Grigg 

Estelle McFillen 

 

Greenfields,  

Mayfair House 
Lois Chamblin 
 

Harrisonburg Health & Rehab  

Virginia Howdershell 

 

Westminster Canterbury  

Arlene Ruhl 

Don & Dot Vantine 
 

 

Those who Grieve:  

The families of:  

 

Rosa Broy 

Hattie Carr 

Paul J. Dubaj 

Iris Collis Tisinger 

 

 

 

 

Our Missionary  

 
Lisa Nichols - Henry Fork 

Service Center, Rocky Mount, 

VA. 
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 Notes of Thanks 
 I have always known that God answers prayers but this summer has been a very real testament to that idea.  Duncan 

Memorial members have been praying for my niece and sister-in-law.  I am happy to report that Carolõs arm is healing 

nicely and Stephanie is also on the road to recovery.  Stephanie will need prayers for some time to come as her recovery 

may take as much as a year.  Thank  you so much for all the thoughts and prayers for my family. 

        God Bless, Sheryl Reid  
 

On September 21st I was visited by three wise and generous persons who were bearing gifts.  Balloons, a cake and a dis-

play of signatures wishing me a Happy Birthday.  How thoughtful.  Thank all of you for your efforts. 

        With love, Dr. Tom Iden 

P. S.  I forgot to mention the lovely chrysanthemum.  It will brighten my day for some time. 

Administrative Council Highlights 
 

The Administrative Council met on September 15th with twenty-one members present.  Council Chairman 

Alan Terwilleger presided. 
 

Highlights of the meeting include the following: 

S/PPR has forwarded its 2010 salary recommendations to the Finance Committee. 

The Finance Committee will present their proposed budget for 2010 at the October meeting. 

The treasurerõs report indicated that receipts are $17,727 ahead of last year at this time and that all 

bills have been paid. 

The Trustees cited the following: completion of the window frame repairs; replacement of smoke 

detectors; inspection and approval of the boiler. 

After discussion the Council voted to proceed with the installation of the electronic locking/video 

monitoring security system at a cost of $8100.  The Wee Angels will pay one-third, up to $3000, and 

the remainder will come from Affleck funds.  Other doors will be re-keyed. 

Nurture reported that the youth will be meeting every Sunday. 

CARE announced that a new initiative called Touch of Love will be introduced. 

The UMW will have its rummage sale October 9-10 and its bazaar November 13-14. 

Rev. Dawson reminded members of Charge Conference on November 9.  He indicated that he 

would designate a Sunday to receive a special offering to purchase a defibrillator and a first aid kit. 

The next meeting will be October 20th. 
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A beautiful psalm describes Godõs majesty and speaks of 

human dignity. Which of the following psalms describes 

people as having been crowned by God òwith glory and 

honoró?  

 

A. Psalm 1  

B. Psalm 8  

C. Psalm 23  

 

Answer on page 12 

Bible Quiz  

BIRTHDAYS  

1 Megan Wagner, Bryce Anderson, Jesse Casey  

2 Ethan Fouch,  Joan Dellinger  

 Allan McWilliams, Martha Pool, Christina Pool  

3 Donna McDonald, Randal Ottobre  

 Sarah Locke, Linda Burcham. Jean Spivey  

5 Edie Drosselmeyer, Art Carpenter  

6 Sarah Burton  

7 Ruth Potts  

8 William Meyer  

 Herman Lloyd  

9 Shelagh McGrath  

10 Rebekah McDonald  

14 Otis Engle  

15 Wayne Newcomb  

16 Linda Shifflett, Eric Varnau, Krystyn DeSoto  

 Bill Glahn  

17 Thomas Burton  

19 Walter Rutherford  

20 Elizabeth Sell, Cinnamon Owens  

21 David Wiedemer, Kathleen Pine  

22 Colin Sardelis, Angela McKeown  

23 Tom Owens, Evie Locke  

24 Max Bittenbender, Regan Morris, Ruby Pierce  

25 Daniel OõDonnell, Shirley Biagetti 

 Aiden Wagner, Aubrey Wagner, Sandra Pierce  

26 Charlene Richard, Jennifer Locke  

27 Ed Gibson 

28 Laura White  

29 Barbara Lee,  Connor Pierson, Abigail Pierson  

30 Emma Yoder   
  

  

WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY  

Sunday, October 4, 2009 

UNION SUNDAY 

 

Your generous gifts provide: 
  

World Communion Scholarships - 

(General Board of Global Ministries). With 

at least one-half of the annual amount for 

ministries beyond the United States 

 
Ethnic Scholarship Program - (General 

Board of Higher Education and Ministry) 

 
Ethnic In -Service Training Program -

(General Board of Higher Education and 

Ministry) 

Charge Conference 

Monday, November 7th 

7:00 p.m. 

in the Fellowship Hall. 

Please mark your 

 calendars and plan to  

attend to see what 

DMUMC has 

 accomplished for  2009 
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WEE ANGELS WEEKDAY PROGRAMS  

TERRI LYNN NUTS AND CANDY ORDER FORM  
 

For each item indicate the quantity you wish to order. The order must be in by Friday, Octo-

ber 16th in the Wee Angels office along with your payment (cash or check), to ensure deliv-

ery in time for holiday baking and gifts.  Please make checks payable to Wee Angels Weekday 

Programs.  For more information, please call the Wee Angels office at 955-0032.  Thank you 

for your support 

ITEM  

(All nuts and candies are in one pound bags) 

PRICE NO. OF 

BAGS 

Fancy Mammoth Pecan Halves ð Natural $8.00  

Fancy Pecan Halves ð Medium Broken ð Natural 8.00  

Light Walnut Halves and Pieces Mixed 8.00  

Black Walnut Pieces ð Medium Broken 10.00  

Deluxe Mixed Nuts ð No Peanuts 8.00  

Giant Salted Whole Cashews 9.00  

Colossal Natural Pistachios 7.00  

Roasted Whole Almonds 7.00  

Jumbo Roasted Blanched Peanuts 4.00  

Honey Roasted Peanuts 4.00  

Honey Roasted Cashews 8.00  

Turkish Apricot Halves 5.00  

Fruit Mix ð No Nuts 5.00  

Fruit and Nut Mix 5.00  

Sweet & Salty Trail Mix 6.00  

Cranberry Almond Granola Mix 5.00  

Blueberry Walnut Granola Mix 7.00  

Cherry Pecan Granola Mix 7.00  

Harvest Medley Mix 8.00  

Chocolate Coated Pecans 8.00  

Chocolate Coated Giant Cashews 8.00  

Chocolate Coated Jumbo Raisins 6.00  

Yogurt Raisins 6.00  

Milk Chocolate Bridge Mix (fruit & nut) 7.00  

Dark Chocolate Bridge Mix (fruit & nut) 7.00  

Chocolate Coated Almonds 7.00  

Chocolate Coated Peanuts 5.00  

Giant Malted Mix Balls 6.00  

Dark Chocolate Cranberries 6.00  

Gummi Bears 5.00  

Praline Pecans 8.00  

Chocolate Pecan Clusters ð 12 oz. Box 8.00  

Mint Meltaways ð 9oz. Box 8.00  

Gold Gift TinðGiant Salted Whole Cashew 16oz 12.00  

Gold Gift TinðDeluxe Mix Nuts-No Peanuts 16oz 12.00  

TERRI LYNN  FUNDRAISER: Nuts, Candy, and more!  


