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THE BEACON

The Newsletter of Duncan Memorial United Methodist Church

Our Mission: 0To Make Disciples of Jesu:

How convenient it is that in this message and in a season about giving, the
whole world is also talking about money. How convenient that is, until all the
talk is about economic losses and give -aways and how little money there will be
left for us, for our children, for college, retirement and health care. Today is real
and God forbid that | would in any way suggest that all is well with finances in the
world, in our homes, or in the church, when it is not.

But may God also forbid that we, as Christian people whose goal is
heaven, whose vision is focused on a life -giving cross, should simply follow the
fashion of financial fear and doom. Most of us have lost some money in recent
months; some have lost a lot | expect, and some even their jobs. But most of us
retain reasonable health, and few of us have lost our lives, or our faith, or our
families in recent months. So | want to ask: how much of our sense of well  -being,
to say nothing of our self -esteem, is dependent upon the Stock Exchange or the
Dow Jones Industrial Average? And to what extent are we comfortable thinking
that the parameters of our discipleship are determined by banking and invest-
ment problems rather than biblical opportunities?

As we approach the upcoming Stewardship Campaign, this is a testing
time to talk about money: why you should give more; or the same as last year; or
why we need you to give through a pledge rather than an occasional plate offer-
ing. But what a great opportunity we have as a congregation to pledge ourselves
afresh with a sure hope that comes from knowing that God is with us. That un-
derneath our economy, our job security, our mortgages, our healthcare costs,
are Godds everlasting ar ms. So | must
discipleship and love of God and your neighbor through a renewal of generous
and even sacrificial giving to Duncan Memorial United Methodist Church.

Let me be clear that | care about the  quality of your commitment to God
and to Duncan Memorial, not the quantity of money that you give. But the
money you give and how you give it can say something about you; about the
depth of your discipleship and your commitment to Duncan Memorial. Some of
you come occasionally, giving what feels OK on the day. This is a great and
proper start. | hope you feel how important this kind of coming (worship atten-
dance) and giving is. Nothing | say now, | hope, conveys that | or anyone else
here at Duncan Memorial values you or your giving any less than those who give
through an annual pledge.

Duncan Memorial is a community of faithful people offering a ministry of
word, sacrament and order because everyone here has taken vows to support it,
not only those here today, but also many who are not here: generations long
past and those who are too ill or old to come to church. All had and have a vision
of their own opportunity to serve, and a vision of the growing ministry here for
generations to come.

Continued on page 2
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All this happens here because of your giving. Your money/pledge/ and increased financial commit-
ments will enable a congregation like Duncan Memorial to increase our joy in ministry; to tend to more sor-
rows; and to fulfill the need/vision for a growing ministry in this time and place.

It is for this reason that | join the Committee
pl edging call and campaign: 0Bl essed Be the Lord Go
|l ooked favorably on his people and redeemed tiHlhekenl:68-Go
69b.

For it is only as we continue to give and receive that we will be able to connect our blessings in this
life with the One from whom all blessings flow.

My brothers and sisters at Duncan Memorial, there may well be a recession in the world, but there
can be no recession here. We have a progression to get on with: a progression of a mission to worship, to
praise and sing, to make known the God who created and redeemed all things. This God and our personal
Savior is not only worthy of the first fruits of our labors, but is the One to whom we owe them and much
more besides. For itis from God that all good things come. So in the economy of our salvation, in the
economy of the Kingdom heaven, let there be no fear. We were bailed out long ago by Jesus who took on all
our sins and forgave us all our debts and deficiencies. He did it so that we may grow immeasurably rich in
his grace and the sharing that proves our gratitude for it.

All for the sheer joy of serving Him,
lamii

Ptee e

Rev. William K. Dawson, Pastor

Preaching the Word: November preaching text and worship focus

November 1, 2009 i Twenty -Second Sunday after Pentecost
oAl I Saints Dayoé

Revelation 21: 1 -6a
As Christians herein is our great hope at the time of death. In the end we shall be with

God.
November 8, 2009 i Twenty -Third Sunday after Pentecost

Mark 12: 38 -44
To be a Christian, a follower of Jesus, is a way of seeing. Jesus Christ opens our eyes to see

things that without ~ his gracious healing we would not see. Jesus focuses our attention on
people whom we tend to overlook.

November 15, 2009 i Twenty -Fourth Sunday after Pentecost

Mark 13: 1-8
Our God dismantles, innovates, renovates, and continues to create. Sometimes what we
regard as being the end is actually a time of new beginnings with Jesus.

November 22, 2009 fi Last Sunday after Pentecost
0Christ the King Sundayo

John 18: 33-37
Jesus Christ our Savior has come among us not only to heal, to teach, and to care but also

to rule. Ultimate authority is in his hands. Jesus Christ is King.
November 20, 2009 i First Sunday of Advent

Luke 21: 25-36
In Advent the church celebrates a God who not only cares but also acts, a God who not

only hears but also intervenes. Herein is our great hope. Jesus Christ, whose advent we
celebrate in this season, is the grand, loving, divine intervention.
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SCREENING

The Power of Prevention

If you pre -registered for the
Stroke Screening Clinic, be here
Monday, November 2, 2009
In the Fellowship Hall
9:00 a.m.to 5:00 p.m.

g Community Tuesday,
é November

) 24th
S P 7:00 p.m.

Thanksgiving Service

Berryville Baptist Church
114 Academy Street

Rev. Dan Stanleyn Host Pastor
Rev. Adam Sowder i Speaker

Sponsored by the Clarke

Attic Treasures, Bake Sale, Crafts

Stay for our Delicious Luncheon!

., DUNCAN MEMORIAL
¥ UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH
210 E. Main Street
Berryville, VA

Annual Holiday Bazaar
Friday, Nov. 13th

From 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 14th

From 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Served both days
A LA CARTHTEMSTOINCLUDE
VEGETABLBEEFSOUR
SANDWICHES
BEVERAGE®NDDESSERT

SPONSOREBY
THEUNITEDIMETHODISWOMEN

Administrative Council Highlights

At its meeting on October 20 the Administrative Council took the following actions: approved the
2010 DMUMC budget of $346,019.80 which is a reduction of $609.11 from the 2009 budget; ap
proved a proposal to have an offering during the Christmas Eve service to benefit the Covenant

sion Program and Amor Y Paz.

Administrative and Program reports included the following:
The stewardship campaign will be NovemberD&cember 1.

Receipts are $20,288 ahead of last year at this time.

Maintenance items have been completed.

An automated external defibrillator will be provided by Dr. Tom Iden in memory of his wife M
stage

Youth group wil/l

and host Advent party.

the |live Nativity;

Nine families will be adopted for Thanksgiving and Christmas baskets/qifts.
The UMM will purchase a portable sign to advertise church events.

The UMW bazaar will be November 1B4. Rummage sale netted $1202.
Church family Christmas dinner is scheduled for Decembier 6

Charge Conference is Novembet"9

The next meeting of the Administrative Council is tentatively scheduled for January 21, 2010.
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A Busy Fall for Wee Angels

The 85 Wee Angels have had a successful transition into the new school
| year. If you stop in any of the preschool classrooms, you will see the
hustle and bustle of exciting learning. Chapel lessons include favorite
Old Testament stories such as Noah, Moses, Joseph and his coat of many colors, Samson, and Jonal
the Whale. Science lessons involve the changing season and how animals prepare for the long winte
Bright gold and orange colors deck not only the trees outside, but the hallways of the church. The
traditional Halloween parade to the merchants and a visit to the nursing home completed the month
of October.

The Terri Lynn preorders have just been finished. We thank those of you in the congregation
who placed orders with us. There will be a limited number of extras available on Sunday mornings in
late NovemberDecember for those who did not complete an order in October.

Christmas is coming sooner than we think. Our music teacher, Mrs. Keating, is already prac-
ticing for the Wee Angels Christmas Program. Please mark your calendars for Wednesday, Decem-
ber 9", at 5:00, for the unique opportunity to REALLY get into the holiday season with the joy of in-
nocent voices singing.

Again, God bless our Christian family at Duncan Memorial United Methodist Church.
Barbara P. Lee, Wee Angels Program Administrator, 540  -955-0032

Attention American Legion Post 41 Members

On Sunday, November 15th members of American Legion Post 41 and other veter-
ans will attend the 11:00 a.m. worship service at Duncan Memorial United Methodist

Church. Those wishing to participate should meet in front of the church by 10:45 a.m.

2009 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN
The Finance Committee announces plans fo
WKLV \HDU-V VWHZDUG

Campaign Theme
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Psalm 121 focuses on the assir- looked favorably on his people and
ance of Godo&6s fhelp at all ti redeemed them. 3 Luke 1:68
The final two verses (B) begin: Carinae DR
Lampaign Date

0The Lord willfj keep you fro
all evil; he will keep your life.

Sunday, November 15{f€Campaign introduced to

The Lord will keep your going the congregation
out and your coming in [NRSV]

Monday, November 16tiCampaign Letters and

t?}gogsaelr;h_e correct ending of Commitment Cards mailed to all members

A. today and every day. Sunday, November 22n@€ampaign Update

B. as long as you live a good lif
C. if you ask God to do So. Sunday, November 29t returned

D. from this time on and forev- Commitment Cards presented for

ermore. consecration in worship
Answer on page 8
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