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òGo Tell Itó 
 

On Sunday, December 20th at  11:00 a.m. the Chancel Choir 

will present òGo Tell Itó by Jack Schrader.  Mixing the new and 

the old, the comfort of the traditional with the freshness of 

the contemporary, it is the story of the Son of God becoming 

the Son of Man, the second person of the Triune God hum-

bling himself to become one of us, so He could be our Eternal 

Savior.  

 
The captivating narrations will be read by John Hudson and 

Kay Sell.  After hearing the good news of the Christmas story 

may you experience hope, joy and wonder, and may you over-

flow with anticipation at the prospect of telling others about 

the Savior.  Go Tell It!  

Answer: A  

(See chapter 2.)  

There will be one worship 

service on Sunday,  December 

20th at 11:00.  

  Just as Easter is preceded by a time of preparation called Lent, so Christ-

mas is ushered in by a time of preparation called Advent.  But, whereas Lent is 
clearly seen as a season in its own right, with its traditional rituals of fasting, absti-

nence, and penance, Advent is often so overshadowed by Christmas excitement, 
Christmas parties, Christmas programs, and yes, even Christmas shopping, that 

the Advent season can easily elude us.  
 We need to celebrate Advent season which marks the beginning of a new 

Christian year.  There is a gentleness, a peacefulness, a prayerfulness, a quiet sense 
of expectation that comes from waiting for something special to happen.  For Ad-

vent is a time of waiting, waiting for God to enter our world and our hearts in a 
new and life -giving way.  

  I encourage you to participate in the opportunities for Advent  here at 
Duncan Memorial UMC as together we attend Advent worship, sing Advent 

hymns, and take to heart the readings and music associated with the lighting of our 
candles of Advent. All these opportunities are filled with special messages which 
are old, yet ever new.  First comes Isaiah with his message of peace, his call to 

ôbeat swords into ploughshares and spears into pruning hooks,õ his promise, Godõs 
promise, that there will ônever more be war, never again,õ his invitation to ôwalk in 

the light of God,õ his dream of a new world in the morning when the earth we have 
so badly hurt will burst into bloom, and when people who couldnõt walk before will 

jump up and dance.  
 We need to hear St. Paul telling us to ôawake from sleep,õ to open our eyes 

to the world around us and to the plight of the needy in our midst, to open our 
hearts and hands to their cries for help.   

 We need to hear St. James telling us to quit complaining, and to be patient.  
 We need to hear the songs of joy and hope from the Psalmist.  òJustice shall 

flower in his days and profound peaceéfor he shall rescue the poor when they cry 
and the afflicted when they have no one to help them.  

 We need to hear the call of St. John the Baptist for honesty, loyalty, and the 
humility to remember that we are all in the business of preparing the way for oth-

ers.  And, of course, there is the voice of Jesus in Matthewõs Gospel, acclaiming 
John the Baptist, repeating his call to look at the world and ourselves from Godõs 
point of view, and appealing to all of us, through the Baptist, not to be scandalized 

by a Messiah who has come not to judge but to save, who desires mercy and not 
sacrifice.   

 And finally, we need to live this season of Advent with listening hearts.  The 
Christ who knocked on the innkeeperõs door on the first Christmas night stands 

today at the door of our hearts and still knocks.  ôListen! I am standing at the door, 
knocking; if you hear my voice and open the door, I will come in and eat with you, 

and you with meõ (Revelation 3:20).  Advent is all about getting ready to let Christ 
in.  What a pity it would be if we by -passed the opportunity given to us to prepare 

the welcome party!.  

 Have a wonderful  Advent.  

      
     All for the sheer joy of serving Him, I am ñ 

  

  

 
     William K. Dawson, Pastor  

            Duncan Memorial UMC  
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Our Mission:  òTo Make Disciples of Jesus Christ and Share His Loveó 
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November 29, 2009ñFirst Sunday of Advent 
 

Luke 21: 25-36 - In Advent the church celebrates a God who not only cares but also acts, a God who not only hears 

but also intervenes. Herein is our great hope.  Jesus Christ, whose advent we celebrate in this season, is the grand, 

loving Divine interruption. 
 

December 6, 2009ñSecond Sunday of Advent 
 

Luke 3: 1-6 -  John the Baptist prepares us for the onslaught of divine love and mercy that encounters us in Jesus.   

Hey folks, òHereõs Jesusó! 
 

December 13, 2009ñThird Sunday of Advent 
 

Luke 3: 7-18 - The Gospel says of those who came out to hear John, òthe people were living in expectationó.   What 

were they expecting? What are you expecting? 
 

December 20, 2009ñFourth Sunday of Advent 

One worship service today at 11:00 a.m. 
 

Luke 1: 39-45- God does something about our humanity and our mortality by becoming  
human.  This is the grand truth that Will  be proclaimed by our Chancel Choir this Sunday as they present the 

Christmas Musical- òGO TELL IT!ó  by Jack Schrader 
 

December 24, 2009ñChristmas Eve Serviceñ7:30 p.m. 
 

Luke 2: 1-20 - Christmas tells us God has acted.  God has taken initiative. God has chosen to be involved.  Joy to 

the World, the Lord is come. 
 

December 27, 2009ñThe First Sunday after Christmas Day 
 

Luke 2: 41-52 - The life of a human being truly committed to Jesus shouts through thick and thin:  Dear Lord, I am 

yours. 

New Building Security 
 

You may have noticed over the last couple of weeks, we have been installing security controls and video cam-

eras on the building.  These new features will provide a safer and more secure environment at the church but 

will also require some changes for some of us.  Rest assured, if you attend worship service with us on Sunday 

(at either service) these changes will not affect you. 
 

It is an unfortunate aspect of todayõs environment that we must consider the safety of members and our prop-

erty.  To do otherwise, would be negligent on our part.  Over a year ago, the Trustees began careful consid-

eration of this issue and several options were reviewed before deciding on this first step.  Beginning in January, 

access to the church at times other than our worship services will be provided through electronic key pad 

locks at three main doors:  the main entrance, the chapel entrance, and the double glass doors located near 

the Wee Angels classrooms.  For those of you who need to enter the church (for choir practice, committee 

meetings, etc.), you will be provided with a multi-digit code that will allow you to come and go according to 

your needs.  This new computer-based system affords us many options to meet the building needs of our 

members, outside groups who use our facility, and our Wee Angels families.  Please remember, though a code 

will be necessary at other times during the week, when you come for Sunday service the churchõs doors will 

always be open to you. 
 

In the near future we will be sending out further details regarding these upcoming changes and how you will 

receive your code and use it to enter the church.  We understand that this represents a big step and may be 

greeted with some trepidation, but we will do our best to make these changes as smooth as possible. 

 

Kind regards, 

         Security Committee 

Prayer Concerns 
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1 Nancy Hetzel  

4 Linda Wise  

5 Michael Peffer  

6 Isaac Weintz  

7 Mukhtar -un-nisa Nasim  

9 Megan Wilson  

10 David Ravenscroft  

11 Mark Louthan  

 Sarfaz Nasim  

12 Adams Owens  

 Nancy Tinsman  

13 Jacob Griffith  

 Margaret Dillow  

14 Robert Ferrebee  

15 Alice Mansfield  

 Katlyn OõDonnell 

 Farzama Nasim  

16 James Stump 

 Ella McDonald  

17 Gary Fultz  

 Kerri White  

18 Sarah Fultz  

19   Jean Wege 

 Patrick Hudson  

22  Rosemary Beydler  

23 Madison Palmer  

     Josef Botha 

27  Jessica Clotzman 

 Alice Dean  

 Cindy Newcomb  

28  Dave Pool  

29  Sarah Stanley  

30  Catherine Stump  

Those in the  

 Military:  

In Afghanistan 
 Andy Parsons 

 Eric Parsons 

 Bill Rogers 
 

In Iraq 
Scott Garrett 

Johnathan Griffith 

Jay LeGrande 

Eric Wilson 
 

In the USA 
  Jake Anderson 

John Peffer 

Michael Peffer 

Curtis Prentice 

Peter Reed 

Mark Terwilleger 

Cory Vantine 

Taylor Vantine 

 

For the Families of those 

who Grieve  
 

The family of  Emily Barfield 

The family of J. W. Carpenter IV 

The family of Charles T. Huff 

The family of Kathy Paul 
 

Family & Friends:  

Daisey Blake 

Lelia Brown 

Edith Cather 

Mae Corker 

George Dellinger 

Carl Emswiler 

Dave Evans 

Sharon Hollar 

Susan Hollins 

Danielle Newcomb 

Jeff Rosenberry 

David Royer 

Lorraine Russell 

Jean Spivey 

Robin Whetzel 

Others  
 

Youth Confirmation Class 

The Ministries at DMUMC 
Nurture, Outreach,  Witness & 

Care Ministries 
Financial Stewardship at 

DMUMC 

Staff at Duncan Memorial 

The  Stewardship Campaign 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lisa Nichols  

Our Covenant Missionary 

 at Henry Fork  Service  Center,   

Rocky Mount, VA 

 

Dan & Babs Izzett in Zimbabwe 

Those in Adult & Nursing 

Homes:  
 

Golden Living Centers,  

Rose Hill 

Estelle McFillen 
 

Greenfields,  

Mayfair House  

Lois Chamblin 
 

Harrisonburg Health & 

Rehab 

Virginia Howdershell 
 

Westminster Canterbury  

Arlene Ruhl 

Don & Dot Vantine 

NOTE OF THANKS  

Rev. Dawson:  Since 1920, American Legion Post 41 

has attended a local church service each year to cele-

brate Veterans Day and this year we attended your 

church. On behalf of the members of Post 41 and 

other veterans, I want to thank you and the congrega-

tion of Duncan Memorial United Methodist Church for 

welcoming us to your worship service, for recognizing 

the veterans in attendance and including the litany in 

honor of veterans. 

   Robert A. Ferrebee 

   Adjutant 

         Pajama   

Program 
 

Thanks to  

everyone for your  

contribution to 

the  

Pajama Program.  

 

Our church raised  $200.  

 
 

 

Pictured:  Steven Mercke, Ryan 

Mercke, Kathleen Pine, Camryn 

Shendow and Jennifer Lee  

       Evergreen Tree   
These trees, which keep 

their green leaves year-

round, are symbolic of 

Christmas, eternal life and 

Godõs everlasting love. In the 

Bible, evergreen trees are 

called the òcedars of Lebanon,ó suggesting 

growth (Psalm 92:12), height (Amos 2:9), 

fragrance (Hosea 14:6) and steadfast faith.  


