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There will be one worship
service on Sunday, December

Answer: A

20th at 11:00.

(See chapter 2.)
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i will present 0 Go
the old, the comfort of the traditional with

1& On Sunday, December 20th at 11:00 a.m.
T ebly JackIS¢chi@ader.

the Chancel Choir
Mixing the new and
the freshness of

the contemporary, it is the story of the Son of God becoming
the Son of Man, the second person of the Triune God hum-
bling himself to become one of us, so He could be our Eternal

Savior.

9
*The captivating narrations will be read by John Hudson and

Kay Sell. After hearing the good news of t

i, May you experience hope, joy and wonder,

flow with anticipation at the prospect of te
the Savior. Go Tell It!
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Reflecting on Advent

Just as Easter is preceded by a time of preparation called Lent, so Christ-
mas is ushered in by a time of preparation called Advent. But, whereas Lent is
clearly seen as a season in its own right, with its traditional rituals of fasting, absti-
nence, and penance, Advent is often so overshadowed by Christmas excitement,

Christmas parties, Christmas programs, and yes, even Christmas shopping, that
the Advent season can easily elude us.

We need to celebrate Advent season which marks the beginning of a new
Christian year. There is a gentleness, a peacefulness, a prayerfulness, a quiet sense
of expectation that comes from waiting for something special to happen. For Ad-
vent is a time of waiting, waiting for God to enter our world and our hearts in a
new and life -giving way.

| encourage you to participate in the opportunities for Advent here at
Duncan Memorial UMC as together we attend Advent worship, sing Advent
hymns, and take to heart the readings and music associated with the lighting of our
candles of Advent. All these opportunities are filled with special messages which
are old, yet ever new. First comes Isaiah with his message of peace, his call to
6beat swords into pI oughshares and spears i
promi se, that ther wi || 6never more be war
the |ight of God,d his dream of a new worl o
so badly hurt wildl burst into bl oom, and wlt
jump up and dance.

We need to hear St. Paul telling us to
to the world around us and to the plight of the needy in our midst, to open our
hearts and hands to their cries for help.

We need to hear St. James telling us to quit complaining, and to be patient.

We need to hear the songs of joy and ho
fl ower in his days and profound peaceéfor |
and the afflicted when they have no one to help them.

We need to hear the call of St. John the Baptist for honesty, loyalty, and the
humility to remember that we are all in the business of preparing the way for oth-

Disciples of

ers. And, of cour se, there is the wvoice
John the Baptist, repeating his call to | o
point of view, and appealing to all of us, through the Baptist, not to be scandalized
by a Messiah who has come not to judge but to save, who desires mercy and not
sacrifice.

And finally, we need to live this season of Advent with listening hearts. The
Christ who knocked on the innkeeperoés door
today at the door of our hearts and still k
knocking; if you hear my voice and open the door, | will come in and eat with you,
and you with med (Revelation 3:20). Advent

in. What a pity it would be if we by
the welcome party!.

Have a wonderful Advent.

-passed the opportunity given to us to prepare

All for the sheer joy of serving Him, | am i

/O

William K. Dawson, Pastor
Duncan Memorial UMC



Page 2 PREACHING THE WORD i ADVENT & CHRISTMAS 2009

November 29, 2009 First Sunday of Advent

Luke 21: 2836 - In Advent the church celebrates a God who not only cares but also acts, a God who not only hears
but also intervenes. Herein is our great hope. Jesus Christ, whose advent we celebrate in this season, is the grant
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